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§552.14

§552.14 Search of inmate housing and
work areas.

(a) Staff may search an inmate’s
housing and work area, and personal
items contained within those areas,
without notice to or prior approval
from the inmate and without the in-
mate’s presence.

(b) Staff conducting the search shall
leave the housing or work area as near-
ly as practicable in its original order.

[45 FR 75134, Nov. 13, 1980. Redesignated at 56
FR 21036, May 6, 1991]

Subpart C—Use of Force and Ap-
plication of Restraints on In-
mates

SOURCE: 54 FR 21394, May 17, 1989, unless
otherwise noted.

§552.20 Purpose and scope.

The Bureau of Prisons authorizes
staff to use force only as a last alter-
native after all other reasonable efforts
to resolve a situation have failed. When
authorized, staff must use only that
amount of force necessary to gain con-
trol of the inmate, to protect and en-
sure the safety of inmates, staff, and
others, to prevent serious property
damage and to ensure institution secu-
rity and good order. Staff are author-
ized to apply physical restraints nec-
essary to gain control of an inmate
who appears to be dangerous because
the inmate:

(a) Assaults another individual;

(b) Destroys government property;

(c) Attempts suicide;

(d) Inflicts injury upon self; or

(e) Becomes violent or displays signs
of imminent violence.

This rule on application of restraints
does not restrict the use of restraints
in situations requiring precautionary
restraints, particularly in the move-
ment or transfer of inmates (e.g., the
use of handcuffs in moving inmates to
and from a cell in detention, escorting
an inmate to a Special Housing Unit
pending investigation, etc.).

[69 FR 30469, June 13, 1994, as amended at 61
FR 39800, July 30, 1996]
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§552.21 Types of force.

(a) Immediate use of force. Staff may
immediately use force and/or apply re-
straints when the behavior described in
§552.20 constitutes an immediate, seri-
ous threat to the inmate, staff, others,
property, or to institution security and
good order.

(b) Calculated use of force and/or appli-
cation of restraints. This occurs in situa-
tions where an inmate is in an area
that can be isolated (e.g., a locked cell,
a range) and where there is no imme-
diate, direct threat to the inmate or
others. When there is time for the cal-
culated use of force or application of
restraints, staff must first determine if
the situation can be resolved without
resorting to force (see §552.23).

(c) Use of Force Team Technique. If use
of force is determined to be necessary,
and other means of gaining control of
an inmate are deemed inappropriate or
ineffective, then the Use of Force Team
Technique shall be used to control the
inmate and to apply soft restraints, to
include ambulatory leg restraints. The
Use of Force Team Technique ordi-
narily involves trained staff, clothed in
protective gear, who enter the inmate’s
area in tandem, each with a coordi-
nated responsibility for helping
achieve immediate control of the in-
mate.

(d) Ezxceptions. Any exception to this
rule is prohibited, except where the
facts and circumstances known to the
staff member would warrant a person
using sound correctional judgment to
reasonably believe other action is nec-
essary (as a last resort) to prevent seri-
ous physical injury, or serious property
damage which would immediately en-
danger the safety of staff, inmates, or
others.

[69 FR 30469, June 13, 1994, as amended at 61
FR 39800, July 30, 1996]

§552.22 Principles governing the use
of force and application of re-
straints.

(a) Staff ordinarily shall first at-
tempt to gain the inmate’s voluntary
cooperation before using force.

(b) Force may not be used to punish
an inmate.

(c) Staff shall use only that amount
of force necessary to gain control of
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